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Background/History
● The 2nd Amendment was adopted on December 15, 1791.
● The 2nd Amendment is one of the 10 Amendments that are considered the 

Bill of Rights.
● The 2nd Amendment protects the rights of the people to bear arms in the 

United States.
● The language used in the amendment has been subject to much debate on 

its meaning.



“A well-regulated militia, being necessary to the 
security of a free State, the right of the people to 

keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed.”



Why Is It Important?
● The importance of the second amendment is the ability to rebel against a 

tyrannical government.
● It also gives citizens the right to protect themselves, without restrictions from 

the government.
● The Second Amendment also allows us to protect ourselves from foreign and 

domestic attacks, if the government won’t.



Controversies
● Modern debates about the Second Amendment are centered around the 

language used in the amendment.
● The controversy is about whether it protects an individual’s right to keep and 

bear arms or only applies to militia organizations such as the National Guard.
● Some argue that adding more gun regulation laws would reduce gun deaths 

while others think that gun ownership deters crime.
● This is a heavily debated topic that people have extremely strong opinions on 

and will continue to argue about in the future.



Reflection
● I chose this amendment because in my opinion, it is one of the most important 

amendments but also one of the most flawed.
● It allows us to protect ourselves in the event of an emergency but also 

enables criminals to commit gun violence.
● The debate around the Second Amendment will continue for a long time but it 

is still one of our most important amendments.



Sources Used
● https://www.law.cornell.edu/wex/second_amendment
● https://constitutioncenter.org/interactive-constitution/amendments/amendment

-ii
● https://billofrightsinstitute.org/educate/educator-resources/lessons-plans/curre

nt-events/discussing-controversial-topics-the-second-amendment/
● https://gun-control.procon.org/
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Questions?


